JULY 2009
On Freedom
During this time when we look to our

national situation and consider the
benefits, costs and depth of the word “
freedom™ I thought we might rest
awhile in the words of our founding
fathers. I believe you'll see where their
thoughts and hearts were.

"(T)he foundation of our national
policy will be laid in the pure and
immutable principles of private
morality; ...the propitious smiles of
Heaven can never be expected on a
nation that disregards the eternal rules
of order and right which Heaven itself
has ordained..." George Washington,
First Inaugural, April 30 1789

"Our constitution was made only for a
moral and religious people. It is wholly
inadequate to the government of any
other." John Adams

"Can the liberties of a nation be sure
when we remove their only firm basis,
a conviction in the minds of the people,
that these liberties are a gift from God?
Thomas Jefferson

"Necessity is the plea for every
infringement of human freedom. It is
argument of tyrants. It is the creed of
slaves." William Pitt in the House of
Commons November 18, 1783

"We must all hang together, or,
assuredly, we shall all hang
separately." Benjamin Franklin at the
signing of the Declaration of
Independence, July 4, 1776

THE GOOD

"I have lived, Sir, a long time, and
the longer I live, the more convincing
proofs I see of this truth--that God
Governs the affairs of men. And if a
sparrow cannot fall to the ground
without His notice, is it probable that
an empire can rise without His aid?"
Benjamin Franklin

"Democracy is two wolves and a
lamb voting on what to have for
Iunch. Liberty is a well-armed lamb
contesting the vote!" Benjamin
Franklin

"Those people who will not be
governed by God will be ruled by
tyrants." William Penn

"If we abide by the principles taught
in the Bible, our country will go on
prospering and to prosper; but if we
and our posterity neglect its
instruction and authority, no man
can tell how sudden a catastrophe
may overwhelm us and bury all our
glory in profound obscurity." Daniel
Webster

Pretty good words, as true now as
they were then, eh? May your every
day and every waking hour be
governed by the freedom and truth of
God's Word and God's Spirit!
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New Sermon Series for JULY 2009
Spacious Skies
Letters To America

Two new sermon series are on
the way. The first is “Spacious
Skies: Letters to America.”
This series will look at some of
the letters written by Paul and,
I pray, reflect how these letter
can speak to us in our current
time and in this day of turmoil,
strife and uncertainty. The
second series (in August) will
be “Dog Days (every dog has
his day).” This series will look
at stories of triumph in the
Bible and how we can build
confidence and courage by
knowing that God’s people
have a way of coming out on
top in life. I think both series
will be fun, informative and
timely!
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